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This article has been retracted: please see Elsevier Policy on
Article Withdrawal (http://www.elsevier.com/locate/withdrawal-
policy). The authors of the paper have requested retraction of this
paper. Investigations by a joint ethical committee established by
the Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic and Charles
University in Prague, show that Karel Bezouska, one of the
co-authors, manipulated experiments. Therefore, the advisory
board of the Institute of Microbiology decided to retract publica-
tions with doubtful data. Several journals from different publishers
have received retraction requests; two of them affect BBRC. This
specific paper has been identified to contain tampered data and
appeared on a blacklist of papers suggested by the Institute of
Microbiology Advisory Board for full retraction (IMIC intranet,
http://10.150.120.30/rada/Seznampubretrakci.htm, link not acces-
sible from abroad). Official texts related to this case are in Czech
(http://www.biomed.cas.cz/mbu/doc/VyjadreniEK.PDF, and press
report available at http://www.natur.cuni.cz/fakulta/pro-media/
tiskove-zpravy/2013/tiskova-zprava-1). Retraction Watch also
reports on this case, in English, with links to original sources: http://
retractionwatch.com/2013/07/04/retraction-of-19-year-old-nature-
paper-reveals-hidden-cameras-lab-break-in-evidence-tampering/
with translation describing the case. I also attach a translation of the
press release, which I do not know if it’s considered official.
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